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As of Oct. 22 and after a six-day sweep across the Caribbean, the death toll in five countries in the
wake of Hurricane Joan was 111. Nicaragua suffered the greatest damage and loss of life, with 50
reported killed, 300,000 refugees, the devastation of several population centers on the South Atlantic
coast, and numerous crops. On Oct. 23, heavy rains continued as the government attempted to
organize rescue efforts and restore communications. The death toll on Oct. 22 in Costa Rica was
21; four in Panama; 25 in Colombia, and 11 in Venezuela. More than 150 people were reported
missing. The hurricane hit the eastern coastal city of Bluefields, Nicaragua, early Oct. 22 with 125
mph winds, crossed the country, and reached the capital about 10 p.m. the same day. According
to the Oct. 23 issue of El Nuevo Diario (Managua), Bluefields, Corn Island and the southeastern
Atlantic coastal region "practically disappeared from the map." In the capital, the storm knocked
down trees, telephone lines and electrical towers. One death was reported in Managua, a man
electrocuted by a fallen power line. Many people living in riverbeds near Managua lost their
homes. Government officials said there were nine dead in Bluefields, and that 90% of the city of
about 60,000 was reported destroyed. Three dead were reported on Great Corn Island, located in
the Caribbean east of Bluefields; 140 missing in Rama, 30 miles west of Bluefields; 7 dead in Villa
Sandino, 80 miles west of Bluefields; and one dead in Masatepe, about 30 miles east of Managua.
Government officials said shrimp packing plants in El Bluff, near Bluefields, were destroyed. Electric
power was reported cut throughout the country. Telephone service was intermittent, and the only
communication with the east coast was by radio. In an interview with the Agence France-Presse
on Oct. 23, Nicaraguan agricultural development minister, Jaime Wheelock, said the hurricane
had destroyed half of the nation's basic grain crops, 40% of the banana crop, and 80% of its African
palm plantations. He added that damage to three large rice plantations would result in an estimated
40% decline in national rice output. In Managua alone, said Wheelock, as a result of power failures
25,000 chickens had died, 16,000 dozen eggs were lost, and large quantities of milk and pork had
spoiled. The minister pointed out that the reduction in banana production means $2 million of lost
export revenues per month. Regarding livestock, Wheelock said 25% of the nation's pastureland had
been damaged. Although few animals had died thus far, he said, greater losses are expected since
the livestock had been exposed to disease during the heavy rains and flooding. Beginning later on
Saturday, the hurricane weakened into a tropical storm over land, and was renamed Tropical Storm
Miriam. It strengthened again when it reached the Pacific, and weather forecasters said it could
become the first recorded Atlantic hurricane to gain the same status in the Pacific. On the afternoon
of Oct. 23, Miriam was about 100 miles southeast of San Salvador, with maximum sustained winds
of about 50 mph, according to the National Hurricane Center in Miami. The Salvadoran government
ordered evacuations in flood-prone areas along its southeastern coast. The US forecasters said the
storm's track would probably take it toward Guatemala and southern Mexico. In Costa Rica, the
provinces most affected by the hurricane included Puntarena, Alajuela, Guanacaste, Heredia and
Upala. On Oct. 24, Tropical Storm Miriam was reported to be wreaking havoc in the Guatemalan
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departments of Escuinila, Retalehuleu, Suchitepequez, Santa Rosa, and at the San Jose port. (Basic
data from AP, AFP, 10/23/88; Prensa Latina, 10/24/88)
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